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Existing regulation:  Prince William Sound Area - Freshwater fish
§___.27 (i)(11)(vi) If you take rainbow/steelhead trout incidentally in other subsistence 
net fisheries, you may retain them for subsistence purposes, except when taken by dip net 
in the Upper Copper River District, where they must be immediately released, unharmed 
to the water.  Rainbow/steelhead trout caught incidental to other species by fish wheel 
may be retained.  Rainbow/steelhead trout retained for subsistence purposes will have the 
anal (ventral) fin removed immediately.

Proposed regulation:  Prince William Sound Area - Freshwater fish
§___.27 (i)(11)(vi) If you take rainbow/steelhead trout incidentally in other subsistence 
net fisheries, you may retain them for subsistence purposes, except when taken by dip net 
in the Upper Copper River District, where they must be immediately released, unharmed 
to the water.  Rainbow/steelhead trout and other fresh water fish caught incidental 
to other species by fish wheel may be retained.  Rainbow/steelhead trout retained for 
subsistence purposes will have the anal (ventral) fin removed immediately.  You must 
record subsistence caught fresh water fish on the subsistence salmon permit. 

Reason for changing the regulation: Species of fish other than salmon are occasionally caught 
in fishwheels, as the regulations currently read, only rainbow/steelhead trout may be legally 
kept.  At this time, any other species is not legal to keep, although the regulations have not 
been enforced.

Effect of change on fish or shellfish populations: Species of fish other than salmon are 
occasionally caught in fishwheels and typically die in the fishwheel box. No impact from 
allowing users to legally keep these incidentally caught fish is expected.

Effect of change on subsistence users: The proposed regulation would reduce the likelihood 
that a subsistence user would violate the law by keeping freshwater fish rather than returning 
their carcasses to the river.

Additional Information: 

Proposed by:  Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve Subsistence Resource Commission, 
Copper Center




